Switching extended 1,3-diequatorial and bent 1,3-diaxial states of a disubstituted hinge sugar by ligand exchange reactions on Pt(II).
The bent conformation of a trisaccharide containing 2,4-diaminoxylopyranoside, in which both end sugars are presented in 1,3-diaxial orientation, is fixed by chelation of the diamino groups to Pt(II) and unfixed by a ligand exchange reaction with NaCN or thiourea giving its extended conformation.